
Welcome to the Bantry Blueway 

 



What is a Blueway?
 A Blueway is an innovative, safe and easy to use series 

of on water  based trails.  In Ireland the  Blueways
allows guided and unguided paddling.

 The paddle allows visitors to experience the delights of 
the Inner Harbour Bantry and the rich and diverse 
culture and heritage of the local region, it can be 
broken into many experience levels being Beginner, 
Intermediate or Experienced and 3 routes 
accommodate this on the Bantry Blueway. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
      



Bantry Blueway  is the  first certified and approved 
Blueway trail in Ireland it was opened to the Public on the 
10th of August 2015, Its ambition is to promote waterborne 
activities in Bantry Bay for both young and old to take to 
the water with their kayak or canoe and explore the trail set 
out on map boards all around the route.
The trail which itself meanders by the mussel farms in 
inner Bantry Harbour, It will view the existing mari-culture 
enterprise and portray the unique seasonal work done by 
the local mussel farmers while applying their continuous 
rope systems in the production of mussels. 



WHY?
 Bantry Bay Port Company have always been extremely safety 

concise for all waterborne activities users within Bantry Bay.

 It had been observed on numerous occasions that lone kayakers 
would launch from one of its slipways and would have never have 
informed anyone of their intentions  or  leave anyone know of 
where they were going or a return time, in essence these kayakers 
when on the water were totally unaccounted for in Bantry Bay.

 We had been looking for options for a number of years to allow 
for a safe mapped route within the confines of Bantry Inner 
Harbour to allow Kayakers to safely explore the beauty and 
historical nature of Bantry Bay.



Starting Objectives 
 To Create a Safe mapped route within the confines of 

the sheltered area know as Bantry Inner Harbour.

 To allow all pleasure craft  to safely experience the 
beauty and historical nature of Bantry Bay. 

 To promote tourism within the region. 

 To create employment as a direct result of 
implementation of a kayaking route.



.
Preparation 

 In 2014 the Bantry Bay Port Company approached the Irish Sports Council and the 
National Trails Office for advise on how to move this envisaged project to a stage where 
a Bantry Blueway could be implemented.

 A similar project in a section of the River Shannon(Ireland largest River) had been 
piloted in 2013 and had received great acclaim from water users, this was an inland 
waterway and would have been considered a smooth river inland waterway.

 July 2014:Specifically Trained Personnel from the Irish Sports Council arrived in  
Bantry on a site tour to envisage how Bantry Inner Harbour being a coastal route could 
be modified to account for the different environmental aspects of a coastal route rather 
than an inland river waterway system, they were very confident and they believed that 
due to the specific geological nature of Bantry Inner Harbour which has a considerable 
land mass all around its extremities protecting it from the harsh Atlantic wind and 
swells, they envisaged that this might be a possibility.

 A bespoke but specific document for Bantry Inner Harbour  was prepared by Canoeing 
Ireland on behalf of the Irish Sports Council and the National Trails Office, the port 
had to follow a generic design of maps and written guidelines from the Irish Sports 
Council.





The Irish Sports Council and National Trails Office     
Blueways/Water Trail Registration Application.

The Water Trail Registration Application Consisted Briefly of the
Following Questionnaire:
The Development group being Bantry Bay Port company have reviewed guide the
lines:

1. The National trails Office have specific guideline for developing a small water trail in
Ireland.

2. To follow the Irish Water Trails Standards Guidelines.

3. To consult with all relevant stakeholders who may be directly affected by the
implementation of such a water trail, this included the National Parks and Wildlife Services
and the Inland Fisheries and adjacent Land Owners.

4. All environmental assessments or impact studies to be undertaken.

5. All Access/Egress locations to be clearly defined.

6. All Map boards and signage locations to be defined.

7. Website information regarding the Bantry Blueway Trail to be defined and advertised.

9. A maintenance log and management plan to be implemented to maintain the proposed
infrastructure going forward and submitted to the National trails office for approval on a
yearly basis.



Bantry Bay Port Company 

The Bantry Bay Port Company  is a very small company  primary tasked 
to oversee the waterborne management of the jurisdiction known as 
Bantry Bay this includes:
•Landlord for private entities offering a variety of services.

•Regulator of economic activity and operations.

•Regulator of marine safety, security, and environmental control.

•Planning for future operations and capital investments.

•Operator of nautical services and facilities.

•Marketer and promoter of port services and economic development.

•Provider of ancillary activities.



Cost restrictions on Bantry Port Company for the  
Implementation of the Bantry Blueway 
 In November 2014 all the relevant paperwork had been approved by the 

Irish Sports Council and the National Trails Office, all the access/egress 
points on all  the proposed routes which are owned by the Bantry Port 
Company, all Public Liability Insurances had been arranged by the 
National trails office also, the project was ready to move forward, 
However the Port Company had no funding for such a project and the 
project had to be postponed until a funding source was found.

 The BIM Flag project was then introduced to the Port Company as a 
possible funding source for such a project as the Bantry Blueway fell 
into many of the BIM Flag funding themes,  the Port applied for 
funding and was approved accordingly on the 13th of May 2015, this 
project would not have been possible without BIM Flag funding.



 Work commenced on the manufacture of the 7 information signs 
needed on late May 2015.

 The Irish Sports Council compliant design for signage, map 
information and wind strength flags  was undertaken on the 
Bantry Blueway Route in Late May 2015.

 Site clearance on remote sites on Whiddy Island started on June 
2015 and completed late July 2015.

 Design and Signage completed late July 2015.

 Installation of 7 signs and flags in  late July 2015.

 Bantry Blueway opened to the public on August 10th 2015.

Moving Ahead With the Project 



Benefits of the Bantry Blueway Locally since                           
August 2015      

Since the Bantry Blueway has been Introduced in 2015 many specific kayakers have visited 
Bantry and have commented positively on the clear and concise guide line instructions on 
the Bantry Blueway signage and maps, These Kayakers stay in local hotels and other 
accommodation and provide valuable spend during their stay.

Since the Bantry Blueway Inception  in 2015 a local businessman has started a boat and 
kayaking hire company business over the Spring/Summer months and has 2 full time 
employees for this duration on a yearly basis, his business would not have been possible 
without the existence of the Bantry Blueway, his business is growing each year and his 
customers  are creating bed nights and local spend in Bantry and to the local economy.

Many local schools use the Bantry Blueway on school tours with the assistance from local 
kayak hire companies, this provides young children to explore the beauty and natural 
environment whilst keeping fit and exercised.

Team building corporate events  regularly take place on the Bantry Blueway routes with local 
hotels and restaurants benefiting from this.



School Children on a Day Tour











Corporate team building event on the Bantry Blueway





Bantry Bay Blue Way / Water Trails 





Signs 




